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https://www.journalism.co.uk/bristol-cable-launches-hybrid-news-and-social-networking-app-in-bid-to-double-membership-2/
https://www.journalism.co.uk/bristol-cable-launches-hybrid-news-and-social-networking-app-in-bid-to-double-membership-2/
https://about.flipboard.com/inside-flipboard/flipboard-begins-to-federate/
https://about.flipboard.com/inside-flipboard/flipboard-begins-to-federate/
https://techcrunch.com/2024/08/13/flipboard-users-can-now-follow-anyone-in-the-fediverse-including-those-on-threads/
https://techcrunch.com/2024/08/13/flipboard-users-can-now-follow-anyone-in-the-fediverse-including-those-on-threads/
https://protocolsforpublishers.com/
https://newsmast.org/
https://thebristolcable.org/
https://www.w3.org/TR/activitypub/
https://atproto.com/
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https://newsmastfoundation.org/how-it-works/for-independent-newsrooms/
https://werd.io/trust/

	BUILDING TRUST IN THE OPEN
	How Open Social Can Help Journalism Rebuild Community and Trust
	Ben Werdmuller

	Executive Summary
	Journalism's distribution channels are collapsing. Google search referrals to publishers fell by a third globally in the year to November 2025. Social media referrals have plummeted even more dramatically — down 80% from Facebook and roughly 60% from X since 2020. Email newsletters, long considered the last refuge of direct audience relationships, now face displacement by AI-mediated inboxes. And trust in news has flatlined at 40% globally, with 83% of Americans saying they have not paid for news in the past year.
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